Organisation of the Bank
The successful operation of the Bank has been maintained because of the collaboration of many obstetricians. Fetuses are collected within the London area and brought back to the hospital as rapidly as possible for immediate dissection by surgical theatre techniques in a 'sterile' room. Certain clinical data are obtained, in particular the date of the last menstrual period before the termination of pregnancy. Each fetus is given a number, and the tissues are distributed, the names of the recipients being recorded. There is an answerphone service.
Source of fetuses Table 1 shows the method of termination of pregnancy for the fetuses received between 1957 and 1979. When the Bank was founded, the operation of hysterotomy was being performed regularly, and the number of fetuses received from this source increased each year until 1968, since when the number has continued to decline steadily. Implants of human fetal liver were attempted in four children aged 4 to 13 years who had severe bonemarrow aplasia, in two cases following infective hepatitis. The fetal liver graft was done after stopping other treatments and after conditioning with cyclophosphamide. The fetuses used were aged between 10 and 18 weeks, and the fetal cells were injected intravenously. Two of the patients died of infections, one on the 44th day and the second on the 62nd day. The third patient was alive 26 months after the graft. There was no evidence of bone-marrow conversion to donor type, although the patient is now in a stable haematological state. The fourth patient shows a partial haematological reconstitution, which is autologous, but this child also received steroids and a graft of stem cells from the mother.
The interpretation of the results on these cases is very difficult, and so it is impossible to know what part was played by the fetal liver graft in the two cases where there was a partial reconstitution. Nevertheless it appears that these two cases justify the continuation of such attempts at reconstitution in cases where suitable donors are not available. 
